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WORLD'S   LARGEST   DIAMONDS
The Cullinan diamond, found in 1905, is still the largest diamond
known. Discovered in the Premier mine, near Pretoria, it was
originally 3,106 carats, and was presented by the Transvaal Government
to King Edward VII in 1907, and next year cut into nine main stones;
two of these, of 516 *4 and of 309 3/16 carats, are the largest known
brilliants or faceted diamonds. The first of these, known as the Star
of Africa, is mounted in the British monarch's sceptre. A carat, the
unit of diamond measurement, is 3.17 grains (English), or .2053 grammes
(cubic). The second largest diamond is the Excelsior, 969 j4 carats
when found, and since cut into ten stones. Its nearest rival is the
President Vargas, found at Minas Geraes, Brazil, in 1938.
The fourth largest diamond could not be sold. It was the flawless
white Jonker, found in 1934 'm South Africa at Elandsfontein, three
miles from the Cullinan find. It weighed 726 carats, and was eventually
cut into twelve stones in New York. The name perpetuated that of
Jacobus Jonker, a Boer farmer on whose claim the brilliant was
discovered.
The Great Mogul is a somewhat legendary stone, estimated at 787
carats before cutting, and reduced to 287 *4 carats owing to unskilful
workmanship. Tavernier, the famous French dealer, saw it in the
Mogul Emperor Aurangzeb's treasury in 1666; the Emir Jumla gave
it to Shah Jehan. The stone so reported may be that at present in the
Teheran treasury in Iran (Persia), which the shah tried to sell in 1924
in exchange for a railway system.
Speculations, which seem unfounded, have attributed two other
famous diamonds, the Orloff and the Koh-i-noor, to parts of the original
Great Mogul stone. The Orloff is believed to have been stolen by a
French soldier from an idol in a Hindu temple. It was eventually given
to the Russian Empress, Catherine II, and weighs 194^4 carats-
TRAVELS   OF   FAMOUS   DIAMONDS
The Koh-i-noor (" Mountain of Light") passed into the hands of
the British East India Company from those of the Rajah of Lahore,
having originally been mounted on the sarcophagus of Akbar the
Great. It was presented to Queen Victoria in 1850, being then 186 1/16
carats, later cut to 106 1/16 carats.
The Pitt or Regent diamond was discovered in 1701 in the Parttal
mine. It was bought by William Pitt, Governor of Madras, and from
him by the French Regent, the Duke of Orleans, at the reputed price of
2,000,000 francs; he had it cut to 136 14/16 carats. It was stolen during
the French Revolution, but later recovered. Napoleon had it mounted
in the sword which he wore at his coronation.
Other stones with romantic stories are the Akbar Shah, of 116 carats,
cut to 71, bought by the late Gaekwar of Baroda for ^35,000; the Nizam,
a 277 carat stone said to have been part of a stone weighing 440 carafe;
and the Sancy, 53 12/16 carats, which belonged in turn to Chafte